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	The Chinese “Four Gentlemen” – 
Plum Blossom, Orchid, Bamboo, and Chrysanthemum
The Tai Fu Tai Mansion, built by the Man’s family in San Tin, employed a mix of both Chinese and Western styles of architecture. On one of the doors are the paintings of Plum Blossom, Orchid, Bamboo, and Chrysanthemum, collectively known as the “Four Gentlemen”. These flowers are a recurring theme in traditional Chinese poetry and paintings as symbols of traditional Chinese virtues, and have been referred to as the “Four Gentlemen” or the “Four Noble Ones” since the Ming Dynasty.
 Plum: renowned for bursting into a riot of blossoms in the dead of winter, a metaphor for perseverance and fortitude
Orchid: blooms in deep forests even when there is no one to admire them, symbolizing humility and modesty
Chrysanthemum: blooms in Autumn without competing with other flowers, caring little for worldly affairs
Bamboo: retain its vibrant green color and its stalks upright under all conditions, demonstrating the virtues of righteousness and integrity




	1.	Match the following

	
	A Plum
B Orchid
C Chrysanthemum
D Bamboo
	
	i. righteousness and integrity.
ii. caring little for worldly affairs.
iii. humility and modesty.
iv. perseverance and fortitude.

	2.  Which other flower or plant do you think is also a “gentleman”?










Answer：
1. i. D; ii. C; iii.B; iv. A
2. Any reasonable answer.
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